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Mr, **ark "ynch 

122 A *orylond “Vg. , HE 

Washington, D.P. 20002 



Door A '^ark, 

Relax! Thi3 hao nothing to do with the litigation. Ordinarily I do not see the 
^imee but this story on oe Rauh has a quote in which ho summarizes some of whAt I 
told you very well. I've marked it, and suggested that perhaps he understated in 
saying no more thin that we thought we were saving the country. I think that in fact, 
at least in spirit, wo did. The "we" not referring to lawyers only, although it i 3 , 

I think, lilely that they did more than most and put in more overtime than most. 

It also, a3 I think about it, does not refer to the pre-FDR government employees. 
Those I recall wero a stodgy, uncaring, timeclock-watching lot. Bui this may be 
unfair because, after all, 1 never met most of them. 



I have to rest for a while, so I'll recall a li - tie more for you. I can sit 
and typo when I can do nothing else except read. 

I began in the Agricultural Adjustment Administration, ridiculed by t!ie Henmans 
of the day and I suppose most Republican's as practising birth control for pigs. Also 
for corn, wheat, barley, etc. It was headquartered at the Old Post Office Building, 
recently refurbished. The bosses of my part wore located there and I can't remember 
anyone of the people I worked with over working overtime. And wd had a bad lot of 
bosses, one I recall better that the others a hardbiten, bitter retired military 
man, probably an officer. But then ray section was t ronsf erred to what had been n 
small apartment house on the south side of Independence Aye., Just west of 7th, 
facing the oldest Smithsonian buildings. I'm not clear on how many others did, but 
I'm pretty 3ure a few orked overtime, unpaid, if not an much as I did, so we could 
straighten out a godawful mess in the filos so that poor, and mostly very, very 
poor, farmers could get paid, v There were a few large recipients of "birthcontrol" 
money, and my clearest recollection ir» of corporate garbage collectors, especially 
in th New York City area, who fed the garbage to pigs and may have had the country's 
largest hograising operations.) 

Hy pay was $?0 a week as a clerk and I sent $10 of it home. Hy room cost about 
$4.00 a week, a clean, decent room in a nice house, formerly a fine town house, on 
19th, NW (and later other places). I've forgotten how much more board was but although 
it was reasonable 1 couldn't afford it. Max Gordon had a decent and inexpensive 
restaurant on the noth:’, aide of G BW next to the Wasliington building. For 200 I got 
2 eggs, 2 strips of bacon, 2 slices of xtxt toast, *ind all the coffee I wanted. host 
often as long as I lived in that area, that was my day's first food. When I nzakQd 
was on Independence Ave we'd take turns going to a nomandpop grocery at 7th and I 
guess Virginia lunctiine , get a loaf of bread and some sliced balognn and that was 
lunch for our group. I doubt if four or five of us «nent more than 150 for lunch. 

When at the old P.O there wax an inexpensive cafeteria in what was than the main 
office of the Post Office epartmant, only problem long lines, ns well as one I do 
not remember cloaiiy, in the old P.O. Later I scared a room in an apartment where 
GW hospital now is with a fellow named Hornsby Crockett. Then I'd be waalking east 
on ^onna. Ave anc. passed a place run by BcTnarr^^cr’adden , a physical culture buff 
and I think roactionay publisher of the old Liberty magazine. Soho of the simple and 
nourishing dishes dost ax little as 20, believe it or not, made of g ains. And when 
I wanted to sp-urge, a little to the east, same side of Penna. Ave, probably bwetween 
IQ and 19, there was a really great chili Joint. Served chili and not much else, 
except hotdogs, etc. A big bowl of the best chili I've over had was 150* I'm not 
sure bit I think they also had a 100 size, and, by living the way t did, it wa 3 not 
long bolore I'd saved enough to buy a car, a 1929 Ford roadster, with rumble seat 
(what later generations missed when they weren't made any more, young people, anyway!) 
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for $75 » the asking prices I didn't haggle, and it was a great ear, except that in 
tlio intertime the openness and the poor fit of the thin closures made it rough. After 
I was detail ed to tlie Senat about 1 1/2-2 years .later, I went back to here 1 
bought it and for it and i>25 more, again th-.: asking price, got a 4-door Dodge sedan, 
velour seats percoct and not a scratch on the paint, Xou could park near the one 
Senate Office ^Idg of the time and I worked unpredictable hour a, as 1 may have 
indicated, not infrequently around the clock. 

Through the dimness of so many years it is ray impression that the kind of work 
Rauh and I talk about was mostly in the Mew ^eal agencies, not the old, standing 
departments with employees there when FDR came in. But I'm sure tliere were exceptions 
and again I made bo unfair. But it is ray recollection. 

<*mong the people I worked with on the Bill, almost anybody did almost anything, 
facing whatever need appeared. I rooenber, if not entire ly hoar, tliat a^bunch of us 
on the committee staff, when we were investigating the National Metal Trades Assn., 
a reactionary employers' association, wer*> in their files when they were talcing a 
leading role in emplpyer opposition to Social Security when FDR kxxkxk proposed, it. 

And something of which b have absolietly no recollection at all that a scholar found 
in souq United Mine Eorkors records, I prepared the defense in the Senate of the 
Wagner act for the l I& r . I w**© then very close to one cf^chn ‘‘Vwic's legislative 
reps, a Very pnrudasivo , woiTi alcoholic of a min named rrdner "Pat” Jackson, fron 
a w aithy family, as was Ids .fife, and fojrmorly information director of the Sacco- 
Vansetti ooimdtteo, Pat and I did some effective lobbying together, which is another 
story and another ?DR story. Except for ci couple accused of br«ing redr, and they nay 
have boon, although I never saw any reason to believe it, I'm the black sheep of tho 
professional staff# Just about till the others wcut on to prostigoouc positions, oven 
a couple of bastards worked in to wreck ttoa committee toward its last drya. Some to 
the White House, several to top DJ posts, also State ana v:ar agencies. After not 
being in touch for years recently I hoard from onG of the younger lawyers who loft 
government. He did most oi the legal work for the Anti-^ ^faraation hwague in housing, 
desifcito what coma of tho more radical blacks were to say lat^r# I happened to be with 
xiitm in hi3 J 'ow lork office the day the ^uiircmo °ourt held for kin in one of those cases. 
(l'd sent him a notice of a memorial meeting I could not get to for a «4efonaed drawf 
of a man who was on the staff and then went on to become one of the best medical 
writers. Name Challie Flato, not much more than 5 feet tall, hunchbaekod , needed 
a cane to walk, and more often uorkad lying on the floor than elevated at a desk. 

I gave him n placo to stay until he eould got on his own when he Joined up, and 
I was already sharing my small aporteent with Charlie ^lift, vho'd worked for the 
ACLU in NYC, father one of the original ^oolworth's first assistants, until Charlie 
knew that he was going to bo kept on and brought his family down, lit; later worked 
for FCC andSKta The Reporter naganine, doing line work. Clift began as n volunteer, 
of whom there were quite a few, including Senator ^ort Wheeler a naught f l ran, a really 
fine person who died young. In a hospital raaue possible by the afthor of anoxhor 
volunteer, "uke Wilson. His parent controlled *oodwaru <x ncthrop. Bis mother was 
a Bothrop and they gave the land and probably more for NIH in ^etheada. Had been 
their fine estate. (Naturally the father wound up in lllissabeth T&lling's 
"Red Network, practising capitalist that he was! 

Many of the young iauyera of th t era did fine work during world War II, but 
I was rather surprised to ioarn tiiat a "liberal” when 1 met him later was one of 
Trujillo's Washington lawyers , of whom he had quite a few. 

AnX I think back, I an incoined to believe that the* ival changes started when 
the political pros talked FOR out of having Henry Wallace for a second term. Wallace 
was a hard-working vice provident, in war work. u c headed oiie of -he agencies. (First 
time lie ran for v.p. his closest assistants were with him at Agriculture:. I know both, 

Jimay LcCron and Paul Appleby. Law Professor and civil libertarian Ton Emerson was 
one of the young lawyers but I knew him only slightly, through Pat Jackson. 



Hot quite as young but fairly young was another fine *eu 4»al lawyer whose name, 
if I rucall correctly , vuc junt traded oh by Scalia in a terrible busines, bis 
speciality. Feroae Frank became a judge, I think appeals court. I know him throu£i 
I'at also, not very well but eaou<3i for use, a:; I recall, to use first names. 1 still 
for oome strange reason have a clear picture of the last time I saw him, where it was, 
etc. And once when I vrroto you about tho3o lawyers who became what I recall as good 
judges and could not remember tho name, it was Charles Wyzanski, I think in Boston. 



A good oiamplo of what Rau refers to in the third graf is Brien il cMahon who, 
when x knew him well, headed the BJ Criminal Division, had handled personally q 
peonage case and thon was personally handling the significant, for the era. Harlan 
County Conspiracy case. After ho left Justice and before ho became a Senator, his 
law fom, and X mean hin, the one ho started, represented Nasi corporations I expose 
for, of all improbably paople, Walter annenberg. (.Bfien "fathered" the Atomic 
Energy Act.) 



Bow was it thon? I was working for peanuts and not complaining and not asking 
for more because the committee had such meager funding. But its chi<u file clerk, 
my uctlu-r* a ago or older, and motherly, waa married to a sugar lobbyist, and he used 
his connections in Agriculture to get mo hired Uwre <md roassi.fruHl to the 

Committee. 1 never put a day in at agrciultuie. fact, on paper I was oho 

adninis trativc assistant to the haul of tlw Farm Security Administration. 



That mmaind;- of how it wa« with the ''engross then, but it in lunch time and 
I'm rested and wi.ll be getting back to woik. I do not kno. how it is with the 
Congress novi, but then it was very informal, very open, eneroj.es were lairxy friendly. 
Congressmen .and Senators very accessible , and after they failed to ’'get" we Martin 
Bios, Joe Staines, nert to Dies on tho committee and I were first-naming. But they 
were not invited to the impromptu party fo" me by sown Congressman the nirtfit o) 
day the grand jury indicted tho Dies agent and refused to indict me. Not because BJ, 
FBI and USA didn't try hard. Another story! 






